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PCHS Band Members & Parents: 

 
 

 
Please read and review the 2015­2016 Band Handbook and its appendices and turn in                           
the appropriate ​***signed*** documents by dates listed on the specific form. If you have                           
any questions or comments, please contact me. I am looking forward to an excellent                           
first year in Pine City.  
 

 

 

Blake Groe 
320­629­4129 
bgroe@isd578.org 
www.pinecity.k12.mn.us 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.pinecity.k12.mn.us/
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ABOUT YOUR DIRECTOR: 

My name is Blake Groe. I grew up just up the road in Sandstone and attended East Central                                   
Schools. I’m pretty sure I split my lip open at a pep band event here in Pine City when I was in                                           
high school. I attended Minnesota State University, Mankato where I studied Instrumental                       
Music Education. After graduating from college I was fortunate enough to work in a wonderful                             
little town in north western Minnesota called New York Mills. If you’ve ever seen a Lund boat                                 
on a lake or going down the road, it was made in New York Mills. Also, thanks to my eight                                       
years there I know how to pronounce the name Berube.  

During my time in NYM I met and married my lovely wife Rebecca. We actually went to MSU                                   
together, just never really met until after we graduated. We’ve been married for almost three                             
years. We recently started a family with a son, Myles, who is all of 8 months old and is busy                                       
tearing the house apart. There will be plenty of pictures for all to see. Growing up in a small                                     
town I had plenty of opportunities to spend time outside. As a result, many of my hobbies                                 
revolve around being outside. I enjoy camping, fishing, hunting, canoeing, golfing, watching                       
DCI (Drum Corps International) and farming. I know the last one isn’t really a hobby in most                                 
situations but my uncle is the one that actually runs the farm, so for me its a hobby.  

My Teaching Philosophy: 

I have three main tenets that shape my teaching philosophy and help to mold the groups I                                 
lead. 1. Fun through excellence ­ It’s not fun to perform poorly 

2. No Excuses, No explanations ­ It doesn’t matter why we make mistakes, it just matters                               
what we do to fix the errors. ­ Thank you Tony Dungy. 

3. You are only as good as your weakest player ­ This isn’t to pick on a performer that might                                       
not develop musically as quickly as another student. It is meant as a reminder that we should                                 
all work hard to improve. You put the three together and you have a group that strives to be                                     
the best it can and has fun while working hard to achieve great things.  

Student’s Responsibilities ­ You are all starters on our team! 

The band program’s main focus is musicianship, pride, and unity. We have a great reputation                             
and that great reputation comes with great responsibility. We represent a large, colorful,                         
visible, and highly disciplined segment of the student body. Our appearance at sporting                         
events, concerts, parades, contests, as well as community and civic events add a great deal                             
of excitement to the community. Being a part of the Pine City Band Program you have several                                 
key responsibilities: 

1. Responsibility to the School and Community 
2. Responsibility to each other 
3. Responsibility to the program 
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Remind 101­ ​Mr. Groe uses a program called “Remind 101” to assist with any quick last                               
minute reminders that may be necessary throughout the year. Students sign up with their cell                             
phones allowing them as a group (once signed up in that particular group of course) to                               
receive mass texts from the director, generally reminders. (surprised?) Perfect for the night of                           
a performance/pep band event, or the day before a form is due. This is for full group                                 
communication. No phone numbers will be available to me or to others using this app.                             
Parents are welcome to sign up and receive reminders as well. Send Mr. Groe an email and I                                   
will provide you the necessary information. No worries if you do not have the necessary                             
technology to use this app, it’s a handy helper not a requirement. Posts from this app will also                                   
be accessible on the band web page. If you use your phone for this app, all normal message                                   
and data rates apply so know your phone plan before signing up.  

ENSEMBLES 
Wind Ensemble 
The Wind Ensemble is the center of the PCHS band program and rehearses throughout the                             
entire academic year. Participation in the Wind Ensemble is required for membership in other                           
ensembles. The Wind Ensemble performs in at least three concerts annually: December                       
(holiday/novelty music), March (contest selections), and May (“pops” or thematic program). 

 
Pep/Marching Band 
The Pep Band performs at various athletic events throughout the school year by offering                           
pre­game and halftime music and other musical cheers as appropriate. The marching band                         
forms primarily during summer months for selected parades. ​All students are expected to                         
attend these rehearsals and performances. Should a student be seen attending an                       
event but not participating in the band, a lower grade in Wind Ensemble WILL result                             
and (in extreme cases) the student may be asked to drop Wind Ensemble from their                             
schedule.   
 
Jazz Band 
The Senior High Jazz Ensemble, Jazz One, plays a wide variety of jazz from big band to                                 
contemporary styles. This is an auditioned group that meets twice a week at 7:15 A.M. and is                                 
not necessarily comprised of only 10­12th grade students. Students that are late to rehearsal                           
will bring goodies for all in the ensemble as that is the only “good” reason to be late. Students                                     
interested in the jazz program but not meeting eligibility requirements for Jazz One are                           
welcome to participate in Jazz Too!, led by Mr. Cahill.  See him for details. 
 
Other activities within the Band Program: 

1. Solo/Small Ensemble Contest ­ all are expected to participate 
2. Honor Bands/Festivals ­These ensembles are by audition or director recommendation;                   

please see Mr. Groe for more information. 
3. Other Ensembles/Private Lessons ­ You are also encouraged to take lessons from a                         

private teacher; if interested, see Mr. Groe for names of individuals who teach your                           
instrument in the area. 
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GRADING/EXPECTATIONS 
 

Breakdown of Weights Grading Scale 
 
Rehearsal 30% A 90­100 
Performances 30% B 80­90 
Lessons 20% C 73­80 
Assignments/Tests 20 % D 65­72 

F <65 
Rehearsal Expectations  

1. On time and prepared ­ must have a pencil in your folder! 
2. Good behavior and attitude 
3. Regular attendance 
4. Sufficient mastery of music 

 
Lesson Expectations 

1. Punctuality 
2. Assignment completed ­ Smart Music** 
3. Positive attitude 

 
Performance Expectations*  

1. On time for warm­up 
2. Good behavior and attitude 
3. Performed part to best of ability 
4. Appropriate dress*** 

 
Assignments and Tests 

1. Scales 
2. Music vocabulary 
3. Concert music notes (ex. numbering measures) 
4. Lesson assignments 
5. Writing assignments  

 
*​All performances are absolutely required. Because the concert dates are known months                       
ahead of time, students will not be excused for work, appointments, etc. Only family                           
emergencies and sudden, severe illness are excused. Missing a concert will automatically                       
drop you a letter grade.  

**Smart Music is a program that is available within the music department that can be used as                                 
a practice aide. It is capable of telling you many ways that you can improve your performance,                                 
similar to what I provide during a lesson. Each student will be required to create an account if                                   
they do not already have one as some assignments will be created/evaluated using this                           
software.  
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***What to wear at concerts: ​­ “Concert Dress” ­ ​we are an organized, high quality group,                               
we will have an organized, high quality group appearance. With “Dress Black/White” attire it is                             
perfectly acceptable for each section to decide on a specific color to add with a tie or                                 
accessory.  

Women​: Black dress pants or skirt (​skirt must be knee level or below​), black socks or                               
nylons, black dress shoes, and a black dress shirt. Sleeveless tops or spaghetti straps are                             
NOT acceptable concert attire. Sleeves should be to your shoulder line.  
 
Men​: Black dress pants, black socks, black dress shoes, and a black shirt (long sleeved,                             
button­up preferred). Ties are optional, but generally really cool.  
No tennis shoes, jeans, or caps! ­ Failure to meet these requirements will result in a                               
lowered grade for the concert. 

***While “Dress Black” is what I’m looking for, there are students in multiple groups in                             
each concert. The traditional White over Black is also acceptable.  

 

RESPECT/DISCIPLINE POLICY 
There is essentially only one rule in band: ​RESPECT​. If you respect yourself, your peers, the                               
director, and the classroom, then everything will operate smoothly. Below are some important                         
rules that help to clarify these expectations. 

1) RESPECT for your fellow classmates and director: Come to class on time and                         
prepared. Bring music and a pencil, and be ready to play when the period begins.                             
No outside homework is allowed!   

2) RESPECT for the room and the excellence of the ensemble: No food, drink, or                           
gum. These will litter our rehearsal space and can obviously inhibit your ability to                           
play well. Music AND equipment should be stored properly when rehearsal is not                         
in session.   

3) RESPECT the order of rehearsal and do not talk out of turn. Raise your hand and                               
wait to be called upon before speaking. Quiet conversation is allowed when the                         
director is not on the podium. 

Discipline Policy 

Breaking any of the rules listed above will result in punishment in the following manner during                               
a class period: 
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Verbal warning 

Conference with student following class 

Detention assigned; possible removal from class 

Sent to office; conference with principal and parents  

In the event a student blatantly and/or maliciously causes a serious classroom disruption, the                           
student will immediately be sent to the Principal's office and a conference with parents                           
scheduled immediately. Should discipline become a problem on a recurring basis, permanent                       
removal from the ensemble may result. ​This discipline policy has been approved by the                           
school administration.  

Positive Reinforcement 

The director will make every effort to reward positive behavior and contributions. As a                           
consequence, be on the lookout for compliments, congratulations, high­fives, and ecstatic                     
encouragement! The greatest reward for good work, though, is to share in the enjoyment of                             
the music you create! When we spend our time wisely, much fun and merriment will be had! 

SPECIAL POLICIES/TRAVEL PROCEDURES 

Please keep in mind the following policies for special situations... 

Students are bound to all policies, rules, and regulations of Pine City High School and the                               
Minnesota State High School League. Tobacco, alcohol, drugs, and dangerous objects                     
are strictly forbidden from all band activities. 

Pep band performances are to be orderly—we play as a group and a group alone. Also, play                                 
only YOUR instrument! The band must sit as a group and does not allow non­band                             
members to sit within our ensemble at pep band performances. This is for everyone's                           
safety, attention, and the welfare of the instruments. 

No food or drink is allowed on buses unless stated otherwise. Remember to check for                             
personal items when exiting the bus and take all trash with you! 

Before students are allowed to travel to performances, contests, or special events, parental                         
permission slips must be complete and on file with the director. 

All students must return from an event on the bus. Students may not leave an event with                                 
a friend or the parent of a friend unless prior administrative authorization has been given                             
through the completion of an Alternative Transportation Form. Students can be released                       
to parents/guardians only after they have communicated with the director. 

Public displays of affection are not necessary or appropriate while involved with band                         
activities. The director will determine boundaries of acceptable behavior, but keep in mind                         
that hugging, kissing, petting, and other romantic overtures will not be tolerated. 
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ELIGIBILITY 

Solo/Ensemble Festival and Large Group Band Contest are activities sanctioned by the                       
Minnesota State High School League (MSHSL). ​All band members are subject to MSHSL                         
rules and policies and will be made ineligible for contest/festival participation if found                         
in violation (drugs, alcohol, harassment, etc.). Students are also expected to maintain good                         
academic standing throughout the year in all classes. Any band member who is found to be                               
in poor academic standing (as determined by the director) will be ineligible for contest/festival                           
participation as well as Pep Band until sufficient improvement has been demonstrated. 

AUDITIONS/PLACEMENTS 

It is the philosophy of the Pine City band program that students rotate throughout the section                               
from concert to concert and sometimes from song to song. It should not be assumed that the                                 
first chair player is necessarily the “best” and vice versa. We want strong sections from top to                                 
bottom as all parts are essential to achieve proper ballance.  

A competitive audition process may be used to determine eligibility for honor bands, contest                           
participation, and jazz ensembles.  The decision of the director is final. 

LETTERING SYSTEM 

Earning a letter for band is a privilege and a goal for which all members should strive.                                 
Lettering is reserved for those students who go over and above the standard requirements of                             
band participation. Therefore, few points toward lettering are awarded for simply participating                       
in concert band. To earn a letter, a student must earn a total of ​10 points. Points do NOT                                     
carry over from year to year. Students earning over ​20 points in a year will be honored with a                                     
special award.  

Point Awards ­ ​cont. on pg. 8 

4 – Jazz Band 

4 – Perform solo or ensemble at contest ​(2 bonus points if superior at section/state; maximum                               
of 12 points in this category) 

4 – All­State Audition (​3 additional bonus points if student makes an ensemble​) 

3 – School or community musical pit orchestra 

2 – Each year of Senior High Concert Band participation ​(maximum of 6 points) 

2 – Honor Bands or All­Conference ​(each, maximum of 4 points) 

2 – Officer/Librarian/Teaching Assistant 
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1 – Accompanist for solos/ensembles at contest or concert ​(maximum of 3 points) 

1 – Community/Church performances ​(each, maximum of 2 points) 

1/3 – Attendance at each pep band performance 

Students may earn additional points for special achievements, outside activities, etc.                     
These points will be determined by the director. 

FEES 

Pep Band Shirts​. There is no participation fee to be a member of the band. However,                               
students are required to purchase a Pep Band T­Shirt at the beginning of the school year. All                                 
students are required to wear this shirt to Pep Band performances. The cost of this shirt is                                 
$5.00. This is also the uniform for summer Marching Band performances, along with blue                           
shorts and white tennis shoes. At summer performances, all t­shirts must be tucked in to                             
ensure uniformity of dress and shorts must be of appropriate length. 

Reed Fees. All students who play clarinet, bass clarinet, bassoon, and saxophone will be                             
assigned a $25.00 reed fee at the beginning of the school year​. ​Reed fees for oboes and bari                                   
saxes are $35.00. This payment will allow students to use an unlimited number of reeds                             
throughout the year.  This fee is due by ​Friday, September 12​. 

Instrument Rental Fees. ​Percussionists and all other senior high band students using a                         
school­owned instrument will be assessed a modest rental fee of $40.00 per year. The                           
school will be responsible for routine maintenance, but students will be charged should any                           
damage to an instrument occur beyond normal wear. A contract is included at the end of this                                 
handbook.  This fee and the accompanying form is due by ​Friday, September 12​. 

Entry Fees. ​Entrance fees for contest and certain honor bands are generally covered by the                             
school. However, students who register for an event but fail to attend will be held responsible                               
for their entry fee. Audition fees for All­State are paid for by the school but students selected                                 
to this ensemble are responsible for raising the necessary money to attend the summer camp. 

Music/Supplies​. From time to time, students may be asked to purchase materials to                         
accompany lessons and/or rehearsals. Some students will require specific solo literature or                       
unique collections. Because of copyright laws, we are not usually able to simply photocopy                           
music for students. The school partners with local music stores to provide repair services and                             
supplies. Oil, reeds, and other common supplies are available for purchase in the band office.                             
Payment for repair services should be made promptly; if cost is a concern, please request an                               
estimate before approving work on an instrument.  
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***​Supplies By Instrument: 

Flute  Oboe  Clar.  Sax.  Tbone  Other 
Brass 

Perc. 

*Hodge 
silk swab 
­OR­ 

*Hodge 
silk swab 

*Rovner 
silk swab 

*Cork 
grease 

*Slide­O­Mix   *Valve oil  Concert/Pep 
Band: Vic 
Firth 5B 

*Cleanin
g rod 
and cloth  

*Chartier 
plastic 
reed for 
pep band 

*Cork 
grease 

*Hodge 
silk swab 

*Lyre for pep 
band 

*Lyre for 
pep band 

 

*Flutist’s 
Friend 
lyre 
(school 
provides) 

*Wood 
reed for 
Wind 
Ensemble 

*Rovner 
dark 
ligature 

*Rovner 
dark 
ligature 

*Tuning slide 
grease  

*Slide 
grease 

Marching:  

Vic Firth 
Corpmaster 

    *Reeds: 
Mitchell 
Lurie, or 
*Vandorren 
(strength 
3+) 

*Reeds: 
Lavoz 
Medium 
Hard, or 
Vandorren 
(strength 
3+) 

*Rec’d 
mouthpiece: 
Bach 6 ½ AL, 
5G  

*Mpc and 
valve 
brushes 
(school can 
provide) 

 

    *Mpc guard  *Neck 
strap 

*Mouthpiece 
brush 

   

    *Vandoren 
B45:  

rec’d mpc 

*Lyre for 
pep band 

     

    *Lyre for 
pep band 

*Mpc 
guard 

     

***For more information about instrument accessories and supplies, especially                 
mouthpieces, please see Mr. Groe. In addition, some students may benefit from                       
instrument upgrades and specific solo/ensemble literature. Mr. Groe will provide                   
professional recommendations and price estimates. 
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2015­2016 PCPS Music Department Concert Dates 

*Senior High Band Events in Bold 

Homecoming Coronation ­ Tuesday Sept. 22 

Band Homecoming Performance ­ Friday Sept. 25 ­ 6:00 

JH Holiday Concert ­ Thursday Dec. 3 ­ 7:30 

SH Holiday Concert ­ Monday Dec. 7 ­ 7:30 

Elementary Holiday Band Concert ­ Dec. 10 ­ 7:00 

All Conference Honor Band ­ Saturday Jan. 10 ­ All Day 

All Conference Jazz ­ Wednesday Feb. 10 ­ All Day 

JH March Concert ­ Thursday March 3 ­ 7:30 

SH March Concert ­ Tuesday March 8 ­ 7:30 

Large Group Contest ­ Thursday March 10 ­ 7:30 

JH Pops Concert ­ Thursday May 6 ­ 7:30 

SH Band Pops Concert ­ Monday May 9 ­ 7:30 

Elementary Band Spring Concert ­ Tuesday May 10 ­ 7:00 

SH Choir Pops Concert ­ Thursday May 19 ­ 7:30 

Graduation ­ Thursday May 26 ­ 7:00 

Jazz in the Park ­ Friday May 27 ­ 6:30 Jazz Too! ­ 7:00 Jazz 1 

Memorial Day ­ Monday May 30 ­ 8:30 a.m. report time 


